Gary Bishop
December 31, 1946 - October 26, 2015

Gary Lynn Bishop, of Springtown, TX, a disciple of Christ and gentleman farmer, died
peacefully at his home on Monday, October 26, 2015. He was 68.
Service: Monday, November 2, 2015 at 2 p.m. at Christ Chapel Bible Church, 3701
Birchman Ave., Ft. Worth, TX 76107. Interment: Tuesday, 11 a.m. at Dallas-Fort Worth
National Cemetery, 2000 Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas, TX 75211. Visitation: 1 p.m.
prior to service on Monday, November 2.
In lieu of flowers, the family has requested memorials be made to Far Corners Missions,
Inc., 8401 Jacksboro Hwy. Lakeside, TX 76135.
Gary was born December 31, 1946 in Rock Springs, Wyoming. He received his
undergraduate and MBA degrees from Dallas Baptist University. Gary's military service
includes being a flight engineer aboard anti-submarine warfare aircraft for the United
States Navy, and a Security Police Commander and officer in the Texas Air National
Guard.
While serving in the Navy, Gary married Donna Cofer. Building a life with his wife, Gary's
career encompassed a wide variety of experiences designed by his Creator to prepare
them for a life in His service.
His work history includes time as a Dallas Police Officer, a private and commercial flight
instructor, a Technical Occupational Dean at Dallas County Community College District, a
Division Manager at Southwestern Bell/ATT, an Executive Vice President of Pittsburgh
Institute of Aeronautics and Director of Pittsburgh International Airport.
These experiences, coupled with the knowledge and life experience of being a devoted
husband and father prepared Gary for a life of service as a leader within God's kingdom
while serving as President and CEO of Mission Aviation Fellowship, President of World
Bible Translation Center, and President and CEO of Far Corners Missions. In addition,
Gary also served as a board member for Christian Community Credit Union (San Dimas,
CA).
Gary was preceded in death by his father, Lynn Paul Bishop and sister, Paula Kay Bishop.
Survivors: His wife of 47 years, Donna Bishop, two sons, Christopher Todd (Christina) of
Charlotte, NC, Mathew Noel (Emily) of Fort Worth, TX, his mother, Jo Bishop of Azle, TX,
5 grandchildren, Emily, Jamie, Brian, Ellie, Cate and a host of family and friends from

around the world.
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Comments

“

Gary and Donna became our close friends some 14 years ago when Gary became a
part of our leadership board of elected officials at Christian Community Credit Union
in 2001. Gary's love and focus for life and his desire to make a difference for Christ
around the world has made a deep impact on all of us at Christian Community Credit
Union. His business knowledge, insights and Christ like desire to love, serve and
care about all people he touched was a true testament of his faith. We could always
count on Gary to bring conversations about the future of business decisions to how it
will impact people for the love of Christ in their lives. Gary knew how to balance life
and service for our Lord.
I count it an honor and a blessing to have been able to walk and serve along side
Gary.
Our heartfelt prayers and love go out to Donna and all of his wonderful family.
With love, your friends, John and Mary Lou Walling

John and Mary Lou Walling - October 30, 2015 at 08:15 PM

“

Gary and I were friends when we worked together at Lucent. We both worked for
Larry Holt at the same time. Gary would storm into my office on occasion, very upset
about something and blustery. I would try to explain and he would leave my office
slamming the door which always knocked the pictures off the wall. He immediately
would come back in replace the pictures and apologize. We'd end up laughing every
time. He once told me that I changed his mind about the role of women in business.
Prior to me, he said, he didn't believe they belonged in leadership positions and
surely not in the technical world!!
I admired Gary for his leadership, integrity and sense of humor!! I loved to play golf
with him and hear stories about his family. He loved his family and his wife
tremendously and let everyone know it!! He let me know that he was living not far
from my daughter in Ft. Worth. Her husbands family is from Azle! I am so sorry I
didn't get time to catch up with him when we were down there. This is a shock to me
to say the least, but I know how strong his faith was and I am sure he is paving the
way for the rest of us if he can. Rest well my friend and know that you are sorely
missed!
All my prayers are with Donna and his family.
Cindy Garnhart

Cindy Garnhart - October 30, 2015 at 05:50 PM

“

Gary as my elder cousin, and he would belt out his fabulous belly laugh at that
statement, was always larger than life to me. His achievements in life while
continuing to serve our Lord are inspirational and set the bar exceedingly high for the
rest of us. Gary and Donna both have always treated me more like a little sister than
a cousin and could be counted on at all times for supporting and loving prayer, from
their mouths direct to God's ears. Aunt Jo is the most wonderful woman I know and
the closest to being a mother to me. Her laugh and smile, dimmed at the moment
with sadness, light up a room. Though our family's losses are great in number and
those who have moved to heaven before the rest of us are still so dearly loved and
missed, we are blessed to be a family in and of Christ, hope filled, glory bound. I will
see you when I get there Cuz.

Sondra Sykora - October 30, 2015 at 01:44 PM

